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About the EPC

SHARED SERVICES FOR OVER 50 YEARS

The Southwestern Ohio Educational Purchasing Council (EPC) is a council of governments with over 50 years of 
shared services experience, pooling the purchasing power of 235 Ohio School Districts.

Starting with 13 school districts in Montgomery and Greene counties, the EPC today represents 235 school 
districts and boards of developmental disabilities in 39 counties, with a combined buying power of more than 
$600 million.



Shared Services
Through cooperative purchasing, the EPC provides members access to low 
prices available only to high-volume buyersτeconomical prices not possible 
for schools purchasing on their own.

EPC's competitive bidding process gives small school districts that join the EPC 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ Ŏƭƻǳǘ ŀǎ hƘƛƻΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ

The EPC - with the help of qualified volunteers from member districts --
researches and develops product specifications and puts them out for bid, 
saving the personnel of each member the time -- and money -- of having to do 
the work themselves



Our Purchasing Programs
AEPA ςState Bid Contracts Audio Visual/Technology Automated External Defibrillators

Carpet Tiles Classroom & Office Supplies Custodial Supplies & Air Filters

Drug & Alcohol Testing EnergySavings Programs FederalCommodities/USDA

Food Service Furniture LED Lighting, Lamps & Ballasts

Liability, Fleet & Property Insurance LibraryBooks Medical/Clinic Supplies

Paints Paper School Buses

Transportation Supply/Bus CameraUtilities ςElectricity & Natural Gas Vehicles ςTrucks & Vans



AEPA Programs
Å A local agency in your state manages the contract.
Å Avoids duplication & expense of the bid process.
Å Volume Contracts based on 27 State Participating
Å Attract and leverage national vendors

Administrative Software Athletic Equipment & Supplies Athletic Field Turf Athletic & Recreational Lighting

Classroom& Instructional Supply Catalog Copiers Custodial Catalog Furniture Catalog

Hardwood & Synthetic Flooring IndustrialArts & Career Tech Supplies Catalog LED Lighting Maintenance,Repair & Operations

Mobile Learning Solutions
Office Supply Catalog Roofing & BuildingEnvelope

Scoreboards & Marquee Signage

Technology Catalog Track & CourtSurfaces



OCEPC
Ohio Council of 

Educational Purchasing Consortia

Southwestern Ohio EPC
Vandalia OH 

META Solutions
Columbus OH

Ohio Mid-EasternRegional 
Education Service Agency
Steubenville OH

Ohio Schools Council
IndependenceOH

Stark County Schools 
Council of Governments
Canton OH

Unified Purchasing 
Cooperative
Cincinnati OH



Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs)

Å Cost is 10% below State Pricing
Å 90% of Emergency EMS in Ohio uses Physio Control brand
Å No taxes or shipping costs
Å Fully automated ςno shock button to press!
Å Lowest cost to maintain with replacement batteries & electrodes
Å Escalating energy to 360 joules ςsame as Ohio EMS & Hospitals
Å Price includes delivery and in-service training
Å Trade-In of current LifePak500 & other devices accepted
Å Longest Warranty in the industry



Audio Visual/Technology
Discounts on majority of items on their website and/or catalogs.  
Call for quotes.



Carpet Tiles

Interface Carpet Modular Tiles 
are available in many styles.  Easy 
to replace single squares instead 
of entire carpet.   



Classroom & Office Supplies
V All district purchases from this contract earn .5% 

rebate from the EPC
V Additional discounts on catalog/website items not 

included on spreadsheet

V Still only $50 Minimum per order
V Orders can be packed by Classroom (or grade,

building, etc) with $50 minimum each
V You can still use your AEPA discount on non-epc

items with School Specialty



Custodial Supplies
Categories Include:
ÅBatteries
ÅCleaners/Disinfectants
ÅFacial Tissues
ÅGloves
ÅHand Towels
ÅPaper Towels
ÅToilet Tissue
ÅTrash Cans
ÅTrash Liners



Drug & Alcohol 
Testing/Physicals

The EPC has agreements with 11 Drug & Alcohol Testing Vendors in the EPC Member area for:
Å Drug Screenings
Å Alcohol Testing
Å T8 Physicals
Å Flu, Tetanus & Hepatitis B Shots
Å Pulmonary Functions Tests
Å X-rays and more!



USDA/Federal Commodities
Your Source for Effective USDA Foods Management

Since 1994, the SWEPC Commodity Cooperative has been helping school districts manage the purchasing process of USDA Foods andcommercial products by 
making the entire process simpler and more cost-effective. We began as a co-op of 14 school districts and we now serve over 600 districts throughout Ohio. 
The size of our member-run organization and our powerful business management tools enable SWEPC members to:

Å Maximize entitlement dollars
Å Realize significant volume discounts and rebates
Å Meet all USDA and state bid regulations
Å Offer convenient school delivery at the lowest cost
Å Ensure a seamless flow of USDA Foods and commercial products
Å Easily plan menus, order products, and monitor inventories
Å Provide networking opportunities and share best practices

As a SWEPC member, you have a wide variety of resources and customizable 
tools available to help you make the most of your USDA Foods and 
commercial products. SWEPC membership brings confidence: knowing your 
schools get the right products, realize the best pricing and have access to 
the most effective systems for managing their foodservice products.



EPC Food Service Program

Shared Bid = Saving Money

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ōƛŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ мΣлллΣллл hƘƛƻ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
and will be shared by 5 Ohio Co-Ops.  

üSouthwestern Ohio Educational Purchasing Council
üStark County Council of Governments
üMETA Solutions
üOhio Mid-Eastern Regional Educational Service Agency
üOhio School Council



EPC Food Service 
GFS Prime Vendor Rebates

School Districts that sign a Prime Vendor Agreement with the EPC & Gordon Food Service are 
eligible for a Rebate:

Å Prime Vendor Agreement:  90% of purchases must be with GFS.(Includes commodities, 
grocery, can liners, disposables, paper, small wares & chemicals.It does NOT include fresh 
bread, fresh produce and fresh milk.)Those districts that abide by their Prime Vendor 
Agreement will receive a 2% Volume Rebate from EPC & GFS.

Å Prime Vendor districts are also eligible for a½% quick pay incentiveon total purchases if you 
maintain an average days outstanding of 10 days or less.

Å Prime Vendor Participating Members also get 3% off non-bid items.



EPC Food Service 
Sysco Prime Vendor Rebates

School Districts that sign a Prime Vendor Agreement with the EPC & Sysco are eligible for a 
Rebate:

Å Prime Vendor Agreement:  85% of all available broadlinedistribution purchases must be with 
Sysco.Those districts that abide by their Prime Vendor Agreement will receive a 2% Volume 
Rebate from EPC & Sysco.


